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COE’s Ming Fang He selected co-editor-in-chief of prestigious 
education journal 
September 16, 2020 
At the beginning of 2020, Ming Fang He, Ph.D., professor of curriculum studies at 
College of Education, was selected as co-editor-in-chief for Educational Studies, 
the Official Journal of the American Educational Studies Association (AESA) 
included in Social Science Citation Index (SSCI) Journal List. 
Together, Professor Ming Fang He, co-editor-in-chief, Professor Bic Ngo (University 
of Minnesota-Twin Cities), four associate editors including Michelle Bae-
Dimitriadis (Penn State University), Cheryl E. Matias (University of Kentucky), Suniti 
Sharma (St. Joseph’s University-Philadelphia), and Luis Urrieta, Jr. (University of 
Texas-Austin), and an editorial assistant, Ru Li (doctoral candidate, Georgia 
Southern University), published their first edition of the journal, Volume 56, 
Number 2, in March-April 2020. 
“The logo of Georgia Southern’s College of Education appears on the back cover of 
the journal which helps publicize Georgia Southern University nationally and 
internationally,” said Ming Fang He. 
Published six issues annually, Educational Studies invites submissions that advance critical thinking about 
important areas relevant to AESA and the disciplines of social and educational foundations. AESA was 
established in 1968 as an international learned society for scholars, researchers, teacher educators, students, 
teachers and administrators who were interested in social and educational foundations, both in and outside of 
schools.  
“The editorial team is comprised of scholars from diverse institutions, geographic locations, and 
epistemological and methodological expertise,” said Ming Fang He. “Combined, they have many years of 
experience engaging in the social and educational foundations with depth and breadth in school and 
community-based contexts.” 
Educational Studies provides cross-disciplinary forum for the exchange and debate of ideas generated from 
diverse fields including anthropology, economics, history, philosophy, politics, and sociology of education, as 
well as race/ethnic, gender, queer, cultural, comparative, and transnational studies.  
The journal has become more accessible to readers as part of the international publishing company Taylor & 
Francis Group and can be found in the Social Sciences & Humanities Library and Education Subject Collection 
of Librarian Resources. During 2012-2018, Educational Studies’s global accessibility and sales reached 3,034 
institutions around the world. Educational Studies has been included in the Social Science Citation Index (SSCI) 
database and the emerging Sources Citation Index, and can be cited in the Web of Science™. This increases 
citation and gives the journal even greater visibility. 
“Being a part of the editorial team is a great opportunity and responsibility with regard to the stewardship of 
Educational Studies as a site for sociological imagination, radical love, scholarly invigoration, and sustainable 
praxis in difficult times,” said Ming Fang He. 
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COE welcomes new faculty and staff 
September 16, 2020 
Georgia Southern University’s College of Education (COE) is excited to welcome new members to the College 
team this semester including eight faculty and six staff members. New faculty members for Fall 2020 include: 
Nihan Ağaçlı-Doğan, Ph.D., is a visiting professor in the Department of Leadership, Technology and Human 
Development. Agacli-Dogan recently completed her Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction with the specialization 
of Educational Technology from the University of Florida this May. She also earned bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in chemistry education from the Bogazici University in Istanbul, Turkey. Agacli-Dogan focuses her 
research on instructional design, technology integration, online learning, teacher and student use of 
technology, and the effect of technology-enriched classrooms on student performance. She is not entirely new 
to the College, as Agacli-Dogan served as an adjunct instructor for instructional technology in 2019. Agacli-
Dogan previously taught middle and high school science and technology in Turkey and served as a teaching 
assistant at the University of Florida. 
Gregory Bailey, Ed.D., is a clinical assistant professor in the Department of Leadership, Technology and Human 
Development. Bailey is currently serving as a middle school principal in Dalton, Georgia. He has worked in 
public schools in both Tennessee and Georgia where he has served as a teacher, assistant principal, principal 
and multiple curricular roles in the central office. Bailey earned a doctorate from the University of Alabama in 
educational leadership. He completed an Ed.S. in Leadership and Administration from Lincoln Memorial 
University. His master’s and bachelor’s degrees are from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville in the areas of 
curriculum, instruction and the natural sciences. His research interests are in school policy, science education 
and preparation of new administrators in primary and secondary education.     
Melissa Cavins, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the Department of Leadership, Technology and Human 
Development. Cavins joins the school psychology faculty after serving as a school psychologist for Gwinnett 
County Public Schools for four years. She holds a Ph.D. in School Psychology with a specialization in 
educational research from the University of Alabama (UA) as well as an educational specialist and master’s in 
educational psychology from UA and bachelor’s in psychology from the University of Alabama in Huntsville. 
Cavins is certified by both the Georgia Professional Standards Committee (GaPSC) and the National 
Association of School Psychologists (NASP). Her research interests include mental health service delivery in 
schools, gender diversity issues in public schools, and graduate training of future school psychologists.  
Ariel Cornett, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the Department of Elementary and Special Education. Cornett 
joins the COE from the University of Virginia, where she earned all three of her degrees and served as a 
graduate teaching and research assistant for the Curry School of Education and Human Development. She 
holds a Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction with an emphasis in social studies education, a Master of Teaching 
in Elementary Education with an endorsement in gifted education, and a Bachelor of Arts in History. Before 
pursuing her doctorate, Cornett taught kindergarten, first and third grades in a Virginia public elementary 
school. Her research interests include elementary social studies teaching and learning, how context influences 
standards-based teacher instruction and student experience, and place-based education.  
Eric Hogran, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the Department of Curriculum, Foundations and Reading. 
Previously, Hogan served as a visiting professor of educational psychology with the College, and has been 
hired on a tenure track position. Prior to joining Georgia Southern, Hogan was an adjunct professor at Auburn 
University where he earned a doctorate in educational psychology as well as a program evaluation certificate. 
He also holds a bachelor’s in psychology from James Madison University. Hogan brings to the College over 
seven years of experience teaching in a variety of settings and subjects including PK-8 food systems teacher, a 
high school career perspectives teacher and an educational director for a nonprofit organization. Hogan’s 
research interests include social capital of students, social justice and employability.  
Edward Muhammad, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the Department of Curriculum, Foundations and 
Reading. Muhammad joins the College after serving 18 years as an intelligence specialist for AT&T. 
Muhammad has also taught as an instructor and adjunct professor of psychology at several higher education 
institutions. As a critical qualitative methodologist, his research combines qualitative methodologies and 
critical frameworks in an effort to educate, emancipate, and transform. His research interests include the 
phenomenology of the black lived experience, philosophical hermeneutics, and the intersection of racial and 
religious alterity. Muhammad earned a bachelor’s in psychology from Southern University, a master’s in 
industrial/organizational psychology from the University of Baltimore, and a Ph.D. in Qualitative Research 
Methodologies from the University of Georgia (2019).  
Jennifer Perry, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the Department of Leadership, Technology and Human 
Development. A Licensed Clinical Mental Health Counselor Associate (LCMHCA) and National Certified 
Counselor (NCC), Perry joins the College from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte where she earned 
her Ph.D. in Counselor Education and Supervision and served as a co-instructor and teacher assistant. Perry 
earned a master’s in counselor education and a master’s in sociology from East Carolina University. Perry’s 
research interests include ethics in school counseling including the use of interpreters within schools and 
school counseling supervision, as well as preparedness and self-efficacy of school counseling graduate 
students.   
Samuel Rhodes, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the Department of Elementary and Special Education. A 
three-time graduate from The College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, VA, Rhodes holds a bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics, master’s in secondary mathematics education and doctorate in educational policy, 
planning and leadership. Prior to joining the COE at Georgia Southern, Rhodes served as a visiting assistant 
professor at James Madison University and prior to that a math specialist at The College of William and Mary. 
He has also taught middle and high school mathematics in Virginia as well as internationally in Vietnam. 
Rhodes is currently serving as the co-principal investigator on a $1.35 million grant on scaffolding executive 
function via metacognition and problem solving. His research interests include mathematical problem solving, 
the development of students’ metacognition, problem-based learning and the interaction between executive 
function, metacognition and problem-solving. 
Montana Smithey, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the Department of Elementary and Special Education. An 
elementary mathematics education professional, Smithey started her education career in  elementary school 
classrooms of North Carolina, where she taught for six years. She then served as a lecturer at the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro (UNCG) for eight years. Smithey completed her Ph.D. in Teacher Education and 
Development and master’s in teacher education from UNC. She also holds a B.A. in Elementary Education from 
Elon University. Smithey has multiple years of experience in leading professional development for various 
school districts in elementary mathematics and is a member of the Research Council on Mathematics 
Learning. Smithey’s research interests include responsive teaching and supporting preservice teachers both 
specifically in elementary mathematics education. 
One faculty member took on a new role in the College. 
Jackie Kim, Ed.D., is now an associate professor in the Department of Leadership, Technology and Human 
Development. Her previous assignment was to the Department of Elementary and Special Education. Kim 
holds an Ed.D. in Instructional Technology and will be joining the instructional technology faculty. Her research 
interests and service are centered on the experience of online instructors in higher education. She also holds 
master’s and bachelor’s degrees in reading and language arts education. 
The COE also has several new staff members that have joined this year including: 
Shalonda Coleman-Orr is serving as the Coordinator of the Instructional Support and Resources Center (ISRC) 
on the Armstrong Campus.  
Located on the Statesboro Campus, Stacy Davis is a new academic advisor in the College’s Graduate Academic 
Services Center. 
Melissa Deal is the senior administrative assistant for the Department of Curriculum, Foundations and 
Reading. Her office is located on the Statesboro Campus. 
Kelli Howard is serving as the administrative assistant for the College of Education’s Administration and 
Support on the Statesboro Campus. 
P. Nicki Newton serves as the senior administrative assistant for the Department of Leadership, Technology 
and Human Development and is located on the Statesboro Campus. 
Julie Pickens rejoins the College of Education as the Director of the EAGLE Academy. 
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